HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS.
the plane of the equator; he is therefore the inventor of the stereographic projection which has come to be
known by the name of Ptolemy.
D.  THIRD PERIOD.
ROMANS,  HINDUS, CHINESE,  ARABS.
Among no other people of antiquity did geometry reach so high an eminence as among the Greeks. Their acquisitions in this domain were in part transplanted to foreign soil, yet not so that (with the possible exception of arithmetic calculation) anything essentially new resulted. Frequently what was inherited from the Greeks was not even fully understood, and therefore remained buried in the literature of the foreign nation. From the time of the Renaissance, however, but especially from that of Descartes, an entirely new epoch with more powerful resources investigated the ancient treasures and laid them under contribution.
Among the Romans independent investigation of mathematical truths almost wholly disappeared. What they obtained from the Greeks was made to serve practical ends exclusively. For this purpose parts of Euclid and Heron were translated. To simplify the work of the surveyors or agrimensores, important geometric theorems were collected into a larger work of which fragments are preserved in the Codex Arceri-